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DEBATE OF MUTES IS TEST OF 
WITS. 

With the Aid of Fingers and Facial 
Expression Arguments Are 
Made. 

MRS. HANSON WINS THE PRIZE. 

With a play of facial expression, 
shifting with lightning rapidity from 
the grotesquely humorous to scorn, 
with flying fingers and arms and body 
all moving in graceful, eloquent sympa- : 
thy, Mrs. Olof Hanson of Seattle and 
Mrs. Eva Seeley of Tacoma last night j 
thrilled an audience of forty-five deaf 
mutes with their argument, in the deaf 
mute language, on the question, “Re¬ 
solved, That the love of money is the ! 
root of all evil.” 

The test of wit and silent feminine 
oratory took place in the Friends’ i 
hall in the Pioneer building, where 
the members of the Puget Sound As¬ 
sociation of the deaf gathered at an 
entertainment to raise funds for the 
expense of the state convention of deaf 
to be held here July 2 to 4. 

The forensic battle, though formal 
and silent, waged fiercely between the 
two contestants, and as each woman’s 
flying fingers snapped out telling points 
or sarcastic replies to arguments set 
forth by the other, the audience gave 
its hearty approval by handclapping 
and broad smiles. 

In the intensity of their emotion the 
combatants repeatedly stamped the 
floor and breathed forth words that 
were plainly audible to a few of the 
spectators. The five judges were lined 
up in a row directly in front of the I 
speakers’ rostrum, where they gave j 
watchful attention to every word. In 
one corner sat three or four girls, less 
than 15 years old, children of deaf mute j 
families present. These little folk kept 
up a running fire of chatter that had a 
peculiar sound in the otherwise silent I 
hall, but which in nowise disturbed the 
older people or the debaters. 

By the narrow margin of three votes 
against two for her opponent, Mrs. 
Hanson won the decision, after the 
judges has deliberated fifteen minutes. 

The entertainment opened with the 
hymn “Home, Sweet Home,” sung in 
signs by Mrs. Seeley and Mr. and Mrs. I 
Hammond of Tacoma. Olof Hanson, 
the Seattle architect and husband of 
the woman who won the debate, con¬ 
ducted a brief school in parliamentary 
practice in the mute language after the 
debate. Refreshments were served and 
the members enjoyed a session of so¬ 
cial talk until midnight. A considera¬ 
ble number of those present came from 
Tacoma.—Seattle Post-Intelligencer. 


CHICAGO 

Mr. Arnot’s daughter was hit by a 
motor cycle about a week ago and 
was confined to her bed for several 
days. 

Rev. Hasenstab and family contem¬ 
plate moving into a more commodious 
house (not flat) a few doors from 
their present location. Mrs. Hasen- 
stab’s brother and two daughters liv¬ 
ing with her makes the family larger. 

Mrs. Corcoran of Michigan is in the 
city searching for work. Her present 
abode is with Miss Knight. 

Several friends of Miss M. Peck en¬ 
joyed a letter from her. She is hav¬ 
ing a royal time sightseeing. 

The debate at the Epworth League 
literary meeting on the 1st of this 
month was, “Which is better to live 
in, a flat or house?” The participants j 
in the debate for the former were 
Miss Grace Knight and Mr. Chas. 
Sharpwark and for the latter were j 
Mrs. Chas. Sharpwark and Mrs. F. A. j 
Martin. While both sides did well, , 
the judges decided in favor of the lat¬ 
ter. The joke of this meeting was ( 
Mrs. Sharpwark was unawares that , 
her husband was to be her opponent. | 
The social following was a pleasant 
affair. 

The next meeting and social will 
occur on the 6th of May at the same 
place. 

The Pas-a-Pas Club will make its 
temporary headquarters across the , 
street from its present location on ac¬ 
count of the building going to be torn 
down. 

James Gibney was summoned to his 
dying father’s bedside in Jackson, j 
Mich., and who succumbed to death’s 
grip on the 6th of this month. His 
friends sympathize with him. He re¬ 
turned home on the following Sunday 
after a week’s absence. 

About a couple of weeks ago as Mrs. | 
Grout was alighting from the street j 
car which was jolting at the time she | 
fell backwards, injuring her head and ! 
back. The company promptly com-1 
promised. 

Mrs. Morton Sonneborn and Mrs. H. j 
Lefi returned from a very enjoyable 
visit of ten days with Mrs. W. Tilley 
at Decatur, Ill. 

Quite a number of the deaf took ad¬ 
vantage of viewing a reproduction of 
“Christ in the Wilderness,” which was 
on exhibition at the Boston Store for 
some time. Its size was said to be 
12x9 and appeared so realistic. 

Mrs. Elliott of Gano is laid up with 
a broken leg, having fallen in such a 


manner from the steps of a friend on 
whom she was calling one night re¬ 
cently. 

The Susannah Wesley Circle met 
with Mrs. Buelsdorf on the 13th and 
was appropriately entertained, it be¬ 
ing so near Easter. 

Mrs. King of Steger, Ill., a guest of 
Mrs. McCoy, was one of the visitors. 


VANCOUVER, WASH. 


Are you going to the convention? 

Prof. George B. Lloyd of the De¬ 
partment of Agriculture favored us 
with an interesting sermon Easter 
morn. 

We are pleased to note that the re¬ 
cent cold snap did not do any damage 
to Mr. Divine’s prune orchard. 

Mrs. W. S. Hunter is meeting with 
great success as a grower of prize 
flowers. She has recently been de¬ 
lighting her friends in the school with 
bouquets of large pansies, the larg¬ 
est that the Writer has had the pleas¬ 
ure of seeing. 

W. F. Schneider, printing instructor 
in this school for the past five years, 
will leave early in June for Effington, 
Ill., where he will take a course in 
photo engraving in the Bissell College 
at that place. Nothing but the best 
will satisfy “W. F.” 

Seldom a week passes that some of 
our enthusiastic nimrods do not hike 
for the cool streams back of Vancou¬ 
ver to woe the finny speckled trout 
from its lair. Supt. Clarke was host 
of a party consisting of Messrs. Lloyd, 
Hutchinson and Hunter last Satur¬ 
day. The party returned about 8 
o’clock in Mr. Clarke’s auto and re¬ 
ported fine luck, but from reliable 
sources we learn that the luck of Mr. 
Lloyd was one lone trout, the size of 
your index finger, for Mr. Hutchinson 
two, while Mr. Clarke landed three, 
but it took a deaf man to beat them, 
as Mr. Hunter captured seven fine 
trout. 

Friday, April 21, was Mrs. Clarke’s 
birthday, and according to her custom 
she gave a party to the students in 
the chapel. Dancing and games were 
indulged in till about 9 o’clock when 
all the boys and girls secured part¬ 
ners and marched into the dining 
room, where ice cream and cake was 
served, after which the younger chil¬ 
dren retired, while the older ones re¬ 
turned to the chapel and continued 
their merrymaking till about 10 
o’clock. On behalf of the students, 
Ethel Gregory presented Mrs. Clarke 
with a beautiful silver sugar bowl as 
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a token of the love all feel towards 
our school mother. Miss Rector, a 
teacher in the Oregon school, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Hutchinson and son Herbert 
of Portland were present. 


PORTLAND, OREGON. 

Emery Vinson recently made a fish¬ 
ing trip to Silverton, Ore. 

Frank Johnson leaves in the near 
future for Dayton, Wash., where he 
will remain till about the fall, when 
it is supposed he will return doubled. 

Mrs. Graham, who left for Nebraska 
last fall to visit relatives, has recently 
returned here, saying no place is like 
Oregon. 

Robt. Siebert has accepted Christ 
as his Saviour and joined the United 
Presbyterian Church a couple of weeks 
ago. May this be an example for the 
other young men. 

Mr. Nelson, accompanied by Misses 
Thomas and Iverrow, spent Sunday 
the 9th with Mr. and Mrs. Reeves at 
Vancouver, Wash. 

Rudy Spieler has purchased a fold¬ 
ing pocket camera and has been busy 
making pictures. 

Chas. Lidberg departed the latter 
part of last week for Medford, Ore., 
to look up a farm. If he finds it satis¬ 
factory he may send for his family 
later. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jorg and Messrs. John¬ 
son and Spieler made another fishing 
trip to the Oregon slough Sunday the 
second. 

One of the most enjoyable events 
of the season was on March 24th when 
the many friends of Mr. Lines cele¬ 
brated his birthday in form of a par¬ 
ty at his home in University Park. 
Mr. Lines was reading in the kitchen 
when they dropped in upon him. It 
was a very pleasant evening, ending 
with dainty refreshments. He was 
presented with many useful gifts. May¬ 
be live to have very many more hap¬ 
py birthdays. 

The P. D. M. Society had a meeting 
the first Saturday of the month and 
a great deal of business was trans¬ 
acted with much excitement. There 
will be a literary meeting the first 
Saturday of next month. Visitors are 
welcome. The society arranged by a 
committee composed of Mr. and Mrs. 
Reichle and Miss Bond will give a 
sociable time at the Y. W. C. A. par¬ 
lor Tuesday evening from 8 p. m. to 
10:30 p. m., April 18th. Admission 10c. 
Come one and all and have a good 
time. 

On April 8th a party of friends gath¬ 
ered secretly at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Reichle to surprise the former 
in honor of his birthday. When he 
returned from the basement he was 
so surprised that he hardly knew what 
to think. Games arranged by his wife 
were played. Mrs. Brown and Mr. 
Nelson were the prize winners. Mr. 


Reichle was the recipient of many 
gifts. A light supper of salad, sand¬ 
wiches, cake, coffee and candy was 
served and enjoyed by all, after which 
all left for home wishing the host 
many more returns of the day. 

A good joke was had on John Rei¬ 
chle who has been raising a Van Dike. 
On being introduced to a young lady 
was asked if he was a doctor. 


LOS ANGELES, CAL. 

A wedding ceremony, in which the 
principals and witnesses were mutes, 
was performed by Justice of the Peace 
John W. Summerfield at his residence, 
2283 Cambridge street, Saturday even¬ 
ing. The entire proceedings were con¬ 
ducted in writing. The parties to the 
unusual ceremony were Anna Baert- 
schiger and Herman King, bride and 
groom, and Nina Schufford, the wit¬ 
ness.—Los Angeles Paper. 

Southern California weather of the 
most perfect sort greeted the Los An¬ 
geles residents on Easter Sunday and 
the local mutes went out to visit 
friends and beaches. 

Frank Helem, of New York City, 
was a Los Angeles visitor some time 
ago, but he did not know there were 
so many mutes in the city and there 
was a deaf club. 

Mrs. H. B. Ellis is a frequent visitor 
here and usually a guest of Mr. and 
Mrs. Frank Ellis. 

Julius Bente went to San Francisco 
on a visit a few days last month and 
thence to Portland, Oregon, on busi¬ 
ness. Later he is making a tour in 
Montana and eastern cities before 
reaching his home in Evansville, In¬ 
diana. 

Miss Agnes Jacobs spent one month 
visiting with her uncle and aunt in 
Imperial Valley county for she came 
back here two weeks ago to see her 
many friends before going away. She 
was given a shower party at Mr. and 
Mrs. Wm. Ward’s home last April 
18th. The following day she departed 
for San Francisco and other eastern 
cities on her way home in Wisconsin. 

Mr. and Mrs. P. E. Parker, from 
Winchester, Kansas, have been visit¬ 
ing their relatives here. 

Miss Eleanor Baldwin, formerly of 
Buffalo, N. Y., Berkeley and Wyoming, 
moved here with her parents last fall 
to live. She did not locale any mute 
until two weeks ago. 

Isom Haworth, of Caney, Kansas, 
arrived here two weeks ago on a visit 
with his many relatives and will stay 
a few months for his health. He is a 
Frat. 

Mr. and Mrs. Orville Hooper, and 
their children, moved to Oakland, Cal., 
April 12th, to live. Their deaf girl is 
at Berkeley School for the Deaf. 

Jacob Schmandt is back here from 
Covina and got a good job as plainer 
lately. When orders come in he will 
become a wood turner. 


Jacob Beck is busily engaged in 
painting some houses this summer. 

On the 8th, Mrs. Thos. Marsden de¬ 
livered a long but exciting dramatic 
story of St. Elmo at the Literary Aux¬ 
iliary meeting. A good number of 
the boys fixed up lunch boxes which 
were auctioned to the ladies by Chair¬ 
man E. M. Price in disguise as a 
woman. 

Chairman Price gave an album en¬ 
tertainment at the club hall on the 
1st which pleased the spectators. Mr. 
Price is the greatest funmaker they 
ever had. He will give them good 
play some other Saturday. 

Roscoe Depew suffered a swollen 
foot some time ago. He is well at 
present. 

For April 29th the following pro¬ 
gram will be read: A song, by Miss 
Ida Miller; debate, Resolved, That the 
government should own and control 
coal mines of the country; Aff. side, 
Mr. Cole, Miss Tong; negative side, 
Mrs. Price, Mr. Amundsen; a story 
by Mrs. Wm. Cole. A large crowd is 
expected. 

A deaf lady (perhaps an imposter) 
who begged alms on a street was 
fined $15 for violation- of the ordi¬ 
nance. Her name was Mollie Rollies. 

Frank E. Ellis, while loading bar¬ 
rels in a car, met a very bad acci¬ 
dent March 28th. His right palm of 
the hand was cut open about three 
inches by a fallen barrel and also his 
wrist sprained and arm was swollen 
and bruised badly. The wound was 
dressed at a hospital. The wound is 
not healed yet. Poor Frank, he has 
met with three accidents this year. 

Saxton Gilmore and family are lo¬ 
cated at Alemitos Bay now. Saxtoii 
is a captain on a boat line with his 
assistant. 

Mr. Gilmore and his helper saw a 
sailing boat on the ocean a few miles 
from his home three weeks ago which 
broke a sail pole and could not make 
a good ride. So they chased it and 
succeeded in saving the man’s life. 

E. M. Price received a bronze med¬ 
al last February and showed it to 
those club members and visitors at 
the club and also $1,000 in a draft 
last March from Mr. A. Carnegie for 
have acquired a sweet new home of 
his past deed. He and his family now 
their own. They are very proud of 
being the possessors of the home. 

Mr. and Mrs. .J. W. Mills are proud 
grand parents, as their daughter, Mrs. 
Bremer, has a sweet baby, about three 
weeks old. 

W. B. Egan has been in Arizona 
working as a printer for past six 
months for his health. He called in 
Los Angeles for a few days, mean¬ 
while his wife came down from Oak¬ 
land to meet him here. They left for 
home on steamboat via San Pedro to 
Oakland last April 17th. 




THE OBSERVER 


3 


THE OBSERVER 

SEATTLE, WASH.. APRIL 27. 1911 

Ii. O. CHRISTENSON, Publisher. 

The Observer Is issued every two 
weeks on Thursday. It is published 
in the interest of the deaf everywhere. 

TERMS) 


One Copy, one year.SI .00 

One Copy, six months.,. .BO 

One Copy, three months. 26 

Canada, one year. 1.50 


Advertising rates given upon Application 

All contributions must be accompan¬ 
ied by the name and address of the 
writer, not necessarily for publication, 
but as a guarantee of good faith. The 
Etiitor is not responsible for views and 
opinions expressed'by correspondents in 
their communications. 

CONTRIBUTION S. 

Contributions, subscriptions and busi¬ 
ness letters should be addressed to 

l. O. CHRISTENSON, 

2 Klnnear Building, 1425 Fourth Ave. 

Seattle, Wash. 

Entered as Second-Class matter, Nov. 
25, 1909, at the Postofflce at Seattle. 
Washington, under the Act of March S, 
1ST 9. 


3 



KNOW A GOOD THING WHEN 
THEY SEE IT. 


Recently The Observer had an edi¬ 
torial entitled “Why you should at¬ 
tend the state convention.” In the 
last issue of the Pelican, published in 
Louisiana, this editorial is reprinted 
and used to boost the coming conven¬ 
tion in that state and that without any 
credit to us. 

This is a frequent occurrence. Last 
winter we had an original article on 
P. C. Coann of Albion, N. Y. Some 
time later we saw the same writeup 
in an exchange, but credited to an¬ 
other paper. 

There is some consolation though 
in knowing that editors do not gen¬ 
erally clip articles unless they con¬ 
sider them worthy. 

NEXT CONVENTION CITY. 

Just what city will be chosen in 
which to hold the next national con¬ 
vention is still a matter of conjecture. 

Had Atlanta stayed in the race she 
would probably have won. 

At one time Cleveland, Ohio, was a 
favorite, but the deaf of that city 
seem to show little interest in the j 
matter. 

The only cities that seem to be mak- J 
ing determined fight for the honor are 
Kalamazoo, Mich., and Omaha, Neb. 

While we do not believe a big cash 
deposit should be demanded, we do 
think the deaf of the cities desiring 
the convention should show an en¬ 
thusiasm in the matter. The success 
of a convention depends largely on 
the local committee. 

FOR SIX MONTHS 

School papers will soon cease to exist 
for the summer. Still you need the 
news. Why not send in SO cents at. 
once for The Observer for six months. 


THE CHEFOO SCHOOL 

Final report of collection for this 
sohool is delayed till next issue. 

ABERDEEN, S. D., WITHDRAWS 

Aberdeen, South Dakota, lias with¬ 
drawn from the race for the honor of 
entertaining the next National conven¬ 
tion. The deaf of the state did this in 
the interest of harmony. We are not 
informed as to what city they will 
throw their support. 

SLOWLY, BUT SURELY 

Sixteen new members have been 
added to the National Association of 
the Deaf sinco January 1, 191 L 

SPOKANE NEWS. 

Mr. and Mrs. Clyde Patterson are 
the proud parents of a baby boy, born 
about three weeks ago. Mrs. Patter¬ 
son and baby are doing nicely. Her 
husband is still working in the City 
Steam Laundry. He owns one lot, 
which is niee property. 

A. Curl bought two lots for $G50.00 
in Hollywood Park, three miles from 
Spokane. He will improve. He is at 
work at the Mitchell Co., near Spo¬ 
kane. 

The members of the Spokane So¬ 
ciety for the deaf, presented a gold 
locket and chain to their good friend, 
Miss Morris. She is highly esteemed 
by all in the society. Her brothers 
and sisters in the society are very 
sorry that she decided to leave this 
city for her old home in Seattle. Her j 
friends all hope she will have good j 
success in her city. 

Fred Cashman was in Spokane on a 
visit with his deaf friends two weeks 
ago. The friends were glad to see 
him. He is traveling as canvass pic¬ 
ture agent. 

An English deaf gentleman by name 
of S. G. Rainson came out to Spokane 
from the city of Cranbrook, B .C., got 
work as a tailor. He was educated in \ 
school for the deaf in England. 

The meeting of the Literary Society 
in Spokane was held in the fifth story 
of the Blair Business College, on the 
15th day of April, 1911. Mr. O’Leary’s 
hearing wife ta'ked a short time about 
“Self-Reliance.” All of the members 
liked her good interesting talk very 
much. 

The Spokane society of the deaf 
will re-elect officers May 6th. 

JUST WHAT GLADYS WANTS 

Antort Schroeder of St. Paul, Minn , 
has invented and placed on the market 
a combined folding clothes basket and 
| ironing-board stand. With ibis inven¬ 
tion the housewife has all the essentials 
! of ironing right, at hand. 

THE SADDEST WORDS 

Of all sad words 
That pen hath writ 
The saddest are these, 

“Please remit.” —Ex. 


GOLDEN GATE GLEANINGS. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. K. Aldersley were 
made happy on St. Patrick’s Day by 
the arrival of a baby girl, and are 
considering naming the girl Patricia 
in honor of the day. Mr. Aldersley 
has been living with her folks at Hay¬ 
wards since he left Hazen, Nevada, 
for good. He was employed there at 
Sampling works for the past six years. 
He is looking for a farm on which to 
sfettle down. 

Miss Leonora Brimmer has an¬ 
nounced her marriage to a Mr. Wil¬ 
liam Hoar in Texas. Mr. Hoar is said 
to be on the Mexican frontier now 
with the U. S. Army. 

James Haley surprised the school 
people by his appearance one day 
recently. He had been working at a 
planing mill at Eureka for some time. 
He went up to Sacramento to accom¬ 
pany Gage Hinman on his way back to 
the Sierras. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Williams en- 
i tertained at a very informal little gath- 
! ering at their Piedmont home in honor 
of their guest, Mr. S. Frankenheim, of 
New York City. Mr. Frankenheim re¬ 
mained here a very short time. 

The school boys crossed bats against 
the sailor boys on Goat Island the 
other week and were beaten. The 
trip was made in a launch and a row 
boat and most delightfully enjoyed by 
all the boys and girls. 

Miss Eleanor Baldwin moved to Los 
Angeles from Buffalo, Wyoming, and 
has been in the south since last Octo¬ 
ber. She is in hopes of ■ coming up 
here for a visit in June. 

Miss Ida Freel has been employed 
at a glove factory in Stockton. 

Miss Irene Lynch has recovered and 
returned to work in Oakland again. 
She postpones going south until this 
coming summer. 

Mr. and Mrs. L. C. Williams re- 
Dorted having had a splendid time 
running around in Los Angeles during 
a ten days’ visit. 

Miss Elma Ericson is still rushed 
with dressmaking work and is expect¬ 
ing to come down soon from a visit 
with her married sisters. 

A surpirse party was tendered to 
Miss Grace Keesing, many friends at¬ 
tending and the evening passed very 
merrily. 

Mrs. Mollie Brownrigg has pro¬ 
longed her visit in Los Angeles and is 
not intending to start east until the 
first of May. 

Miss Rasmine Peterson is visiting 
with Mrs. McMann of New York City. 
She has been traveling through the 
United States since the N. A. D. con¬ 
vention at Colorado Springs. 

A new lodge of the Americans was 
formed in Oakland. It will alternate 
with the San Francisco lodge in meet- 
tings. The fine new quarters in the 
center of Oakland were opened on 
April 22nd. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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LOCAL ITEMS \ 

Albert. Hole took a trip to Olympia 
on his motorcycle Sunday. 

H. W. Rook of La Connor was in 
town Sunday and Monday. 

Information reaches us that Miss 
Eleanor Morris will soon return to 
Seattle to stay. 

Miss Laura Sampson was one of the 
prize winners in the Roosevelt Repub¬ 
lican Contest at Eilers’ Music House. 

M. < >. Smith has just purchased a 
home on 7-Mh street West, near 
18th avenue N. W. He will take pos¬ 
session May 1st. Congratulations. 

Adolph N. Struck has been chosen 
manager of the 1912 wrestling squad at 
Hallaudet. oollege. We look for a whole 
lot of wonderful accomplishments. 

Frank Morrisey was out to the social 
Saturday night, this being his first ap¬ 
pearance in some time. His friends 
were glad to see him. 

Kudv Sr.uht had several days’ vaca¬ 
tion from wot k at the Navy yard last 
week with full pay. Uncle Sam is not 
such a bad paymaster after all. 

Ohas. Gumaer is out for the honor of 
representing Seattle Typographical 
Union at the National convention in 
San Francisco *in August. That is an 
honor muoh sought, af t.r by local prin¬ 
ters and Mr. Gumaer will he fortunate 
if he ■ucoeeds in pulling through ahead. 
He has many votes promised him, how¬ 
ever. 

Sunday morning the bunch of Tacoma 
beauties were entertained at breakfast 
by the Gastins where the attentions of 
scores of Seattle’s handsomest and 
noblest, were so lavishly bestowed that 
the defeat of the previous evening 
wholly lost its sting. Our modern Kip 
Van Winkle seemed very, very much 
awake, singular to relate. 


MERITED GIFT 

At the meeting of the Bib'e class in 
Seattle o« Easter day Mrs. Hanson was 
presented with a large Easter lily con¬ 
taining six blossoms. It came from 
members of the class who appreciate 
her efforts «■ leader. 


CLIPPED ITEMS 

Rudy and William Spieler who are 
steadily employed in Portland, Oregon, 
own lots in Minnehaha. They were 
purchased as investments and the value 
has already gone up. 

Miss Grace Pritchard has secured a 
position in the Mt.. Vernon condenser, 
she is going to save every cent she 
earns so she mn attend the coming con¬ 
vention in Seattle July 2, 3 and 4. Why 
not do the same ! 

Claire Reeves is getting along well in 
the poultry business. Be has an in¬ 
cubator running all the time and sells 
his chicks as soon as hatched. He has 
also leased an adjoining f acres on 
shares and moved into the Hrger house 
on the place.—Washingtonian 


OUR STATE CONVENTION. 

The local committee has been at 
work and a general outline of what 
may be expected can now be given. 

Reception Saturday evening, July 
1st, at Trinity church, corner James 
St. and Eighth Avenue. Services at 
church Sunday afternoon and probably 
evening. 

Monday convention called to order 
at Y. M. C. A.' Hall at 9 a. m. Ad- 

i. 

journment for dinner at 12. Two hpur 
trolley ride about city, starting at 1 
o’clock. Convention business resumed 
at 3 o’clock. 

Monday evening, dance. 

Tuesday, all-day picnic at Ravenna, 
Cowen’s or Woodland Park. 

Possibly a boat ride may be taken 
Wednesday morning and the City of 
Destiny (Tacoma) visited. 

AND MEAGHER, WHERE WAS HE? 

The monthly social of the Puget Sound 
Association of the Deaf came off last 
Saturday night. The committee in 
charge consisted of Jimmy Meagher 
and True Partridge. Mr. Partridge 
was on hand but inquiry failed to find 
any one who knew or Meagher’s 
whereabouts. 

Proceedings began with “Home, 
Sweet Home,’’ in signs by Mrs. Seeley 
and Mr: and Mrs, Hammond of Ta¬ 
coma. It was finely rendered. Next 
came the debate between Mrs. Han- 
| son of Seattle and Mrs. Seeley of Ta¬ 
coma. The subject was, “Resolved, 
That the love of money is the root of 
all evil.” Mrs. Hanson took the affirm¬ 
ative and Mrs. Seeley the negative. 
The judges were Mrs. Hammond and 
Mr. Rowan of Tacoma and Messrs. 
Turrill, Koberstein and Langdon' of 
Seattle. 

The debate was spirited and held 
the closest attention. Mrs. Hanson 
had superior sign delivery, but both 
ladies brought in many new and for¬ 
cible ideas, so that at the close it 
was a question as to how the judges 
would decide. After fifteen minutes’ 
deliberation they returned with a vote 
of 3 to 2, Mrs. Hanson winning. 

Following this a half hour was de¬ 
voted to parliamentary practice which 
was keenly enjoyed. 

Next came the ice cream and cake 
and social visiting was indulged in 
till near midnight. 

A goodly sum was realized for the 
benefit of the state convention. 

Just as everyone was thinking of 
going home the crestfallen face of 
Jimmy Meagher appeared with a hard 
luck story of having laid down for a 
nap and overslept. As no one could 
prove to the contrary, this had to be 
accepted. 

A reporter of the Post-Intelligencer 
was present and the Sunday morning 
edition gave a half column write up, 
which was very real and compliment¬ 
ary. 


GOLDEN GATE GLEANINGS. 

Charles Dilke of Oakland worked 
for three months in Sacramento paint¬ 
ing in a new eight-story building. He 
returned home recently. 

Miss Caroline Albers arrived home 
after having traveled in Europe for 
one year. She is going to run a sum¬ 
mer resort at Alma, near Los Gatos. 

Mrs. Craig is faring only the worse. 
It is doubtful if she can much longer 
stand her suffering. 

• _ 

PORTERVILLE, GAL. 

On March 26th many of the local 
mutes met at the chamber of com¬ 
merce room and joined a new club. 
They made , a good start. The name 
of the club will be selected at the 
next meeting. The following names 
have been suggested: Cogswell, Or¬ 
ange, Narajo and Moon. The club de¬ 
cided to hold the next picnic at Leni- 
on Cove. . 

The city board of trustees will be re : 
quested to enact an ordinance against 
imposters. 

The next regular meeting of the club 
will be held April 30th. 

Miss Lizzie Martin was recently 
given a birthday surprise by a num¬ 
ber of the deaf at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. O. Martin. Ice cream and 
cake were served and games enjoyed. 
She received a number of prizes. 

BICYCLE FOR SALE. 

Cleveland make, good condition; 
$50 \yhen new. Will sell for $15. 
Enquire of' Roy E. Harris, Renton, 
Wash. 
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IOWA ITEMS 

AND RAYS 

(By Augusta K. Barrett.) 

There was a varied and entertain¬ 
ing program at the February meeting 
of the Mid-west Chapter G. C. A. A., 
on the 24th of that month. It was 
held at the Omaha School with J. H. 
McFarland and Miss Maude Roath as 
host and hostess. A parlor play was 
given and was a great success. The 
play, “His Old Sweethearts,” began 
with W. H. Rothert in the role of a 
bachelor who is soon to be married. 
He is seated at his library table and 
reading letters of congratulation from 
former sweethearts. As he reads 
each letter and soliloquizes on the 
old sweetheart she appears before him 
in a tableau. The tableau and those 
taking the characters are here given: 

Bettie—-A school girl in short skirt 
and apron, with hair done in braids, 
carrying a slate and large apple, Miss 
Maude Roath. 

Kate—A young girl wearing a 
sweater and a Tam-o’-Shanter cap, 
Mrs. H. G. Long. 

Blanche—An actress with large hat, 
striking furs and dashing costume, 
Mrs. R. Bingham. 

Elizabeth—A college girl in cap and 
gown, Miss Streby. 

Mildred—A winter girl in furs, or 
toboggan costume, carrying a pair of 
skates or snowshoes, Miss Jensen. 

Helen—A debutante in evening 
gown, Miss Rasmussen. 

Tegia—A striking young widow, 
stunningly gowned in black, Mrs. 
Seely. 

Mary—Girl with wedding gown and 
veil, carrying a bride’s bouquet, Mrs. 
W. H. Rothert. 

As the bride appears before him i 
and thq bachelor continues his ador¬ 
ing monologue she holds out her 
hands to him and he'rises with arms 
extended in an attitude of devotion, 
he says: jjj , 

“Yet with eagerness iaird rapture, 

All my visions I resign 
To greet the living presence 

Of that old sweetheart of mine.” 

Mr. Rothert then led away the ra¬ 
diant bride-to-be amid a storm of ap¬ 
plause. 

The next feature, on the program 
was an original guessing contest. Sev¬ 
en sketches executed by Mr. Blank¬ 
enship were placed on the walls and 
the guests asked to find the proverb 
or well known saying which was hid¬ 
den : in u the drawing. • ^This ’proved 
highly interesting and refreshing to 
one’s memory of proverbs. The next 
thing on the program were the “Sen¬ 
ior and Freshmen Exams.” These 
caused much brain racking and for 
the time being transported the mem¬ 
bers back to old “exam” days, and 
familiar but long forgotten terms and 
expressions. 


The Freshman Exam, and answers 
is here given: 

Freshman Geometry. 

(Plain and Solid.) 

1. Why is the course of a Fresh¬ 
man to the college grub the converse 
of line AB in diagram? 

A-—---B 

Ans. Because his course is a B(ee) 
line. 

2. Prove by a geometric axiom that 
a wife is her husband's equal , and is 
therefore entitled to the suffrage. 

Ans. “Things which are halves- 

are equal to each other.” 

3. How was the old maid’s parrot 
that flew away the same as a figure 
of many angles and sides? 

Ans. It was a pol(1)y gon(e). 

4. Why do propositions involving- 
right triangles so often escape the 
memory of Freshmen? 

Ans. Because these triangles have 
legs. 

5. How is a backbiter like a prism? 

Ans. Both have opposite faces. 

On March 31st the chapter members 

were entertained by Mr. and Mrs. H. 
G. Long of Council Bluffs and “500” 
was played. 

Mrs. Conrad Zorbaugh entertained 
a number of ladies at dinner on March 
9, in celebration of her seventy-first, 
birthday. She received a number of 
appropriate gifts and numerous good 
wishes for “many happy returns.” The 
ladies present were Mesdames Wyck- 
off, Barrett, Holloway, J. S.. Long, 
Thompson, Pound, Growl, Ritchie and 
Webb. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Carr of Coun¬ 
cil Bluffs recently announced the en¬ 
gagement of their daughter Constance 
to Mr. Lee R. Holway of Chicago, the 
wedding to take place in June. 

Mrs. Maggie Gifford Appleby and 
Mr. Fred Curtis were recently mar¬ 
ried at the home of the bride’s par¬ 
ents at St. Ansgar, Iowa. They now 
live in Chicago. Both are graduates 
of the Iowa school. 

Mr. Robert Henderson, for a num¬ 
ber of years on the editorial staff of 
the Council Bluffs Nonpareil, was 
elected State Printer by the legisla¬ 
ture on April 6th. Mr. Henderson be¬ 
came deaf after he had attained man¬ 
hood,‘ and this is perhaps the first in- 
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stance on record of a deaf man’s elec¬ 
tion to such an important position. 

We regret very much to chronicle 
the death of Gibson Whitmer which 
occurred on April 3. Mr, Whitmer 
and his pretty little bride were at 
both the Iowa and Colorado conven¬ 
tions last summer, and then went for 
a trip through the Yellowstone Park. 
A Sioux City paper gives the follow¬ 
ing account of the sad accident: 

Gibson Whitmer, 408 W. Fourth St., 
a deaf man, was struck by a Milwau¬ 
kee engine about noon today as' he 
was crossing the tracks between Wa¬ 
ter and Elm streets. 

The police ambulance was called 
and he was taken to the Samaritan 
hospital and attended by Police Sur¬ 
geon Katherman. It was found that 
his right ankle was so badly smashed 
that amputation of the foot was nec¬ 
essary. His left angler was also brok¬ 
en. Whitmer has been employed in 
the packing room of the furniture de¬ 
partment at Pelletier’s department 
store. -■!. : • ' .■ ■' 


Bible Clsss for the de»( m^ets 
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OMAHA, NEB. 

Final Action on “Oral Bill” in Ne¬ 
braska. 


This week, before the date of the 
adjournment of the Nebraska legis¬ 
lature, April 8th, the “Pure Oral Bill,” 
which has good chances of passing the 
legislature, will have been up to the 
governor for his signature and sup¬ 
port. Whether the name, C. H. Aid- 
rich, goes down in the annals of the 
deaf of the state honored or otherwise 
depends on the governor’s action. The 
fact is, neither the chief executive nor 
the legislators as a whole, know 
enough about the education of the deaf 
to pass upon such a measure, and yet 
they are attempting to solve this most 
difficult affair while there is enough 
unfinished business that they might 
well attend to to keep them busy till 
the middle of next week. 

The following editorial by J. W. 
Sowell, editor of the Nebraska Jour¬ 
nal,' and president of the State Asso 
ciation of the Deaf, has just appeared 
and is self-explanatory of the situa¬ 
tion: 

The Light Turned On. 

Much agitation has been caused 
here in Nebraska by a bill which has 
passed the senate and is, at the pres¬ 
ent writing, before the house. We 
have marvelled what influence there 
was behind the movement, but since 
we have come into the possession of 
a copy of circulars that seem to have 
been sent broadcast over the state, 
our marvel has dwindled into insig¬ 
nificance. We append a fac-siinile of 
this circular, that any one interested 
in the deaf may read it and under¬ 
stand how the future educational wel¬ 
fare of the deaf, not of Nebraska alone 
hut of practically every state in the 
Union is threatened. I make this 
statement upon information of one of 
the persons interested in this agita¬ 
tion, who says in substance in a 
newspaper article that it is their ob¬ 
ject first to drive the combined meth¬ 
od out of Nebraska and that they will 
begin then with the other states of 
the middle west. 

We feel perfectly free in printing 
this circular, since it is of the nature 
cf a public letter, and came into ohr 
hands in a perfectly legitimate way. 
It is a miserable affair from begin¬ 
ning to end, and shows how little the 
method of educating the deaf is un¬ 
derstood by these would-be reform¬ 
ers, as witness the part that says: 
“Oral and lip-reading method for all 
new children and those smaller ones 
up to the third grade, who are fitted 
for such instruction.” Ye gods and 
little fishes! but this is just the con¬ 
dition of affairs here at the Nebraska 
school today. And we would politely 


ask the honorable officers of the Ne¬ 
braska State Association to Promote 
the Teaching of Speech to the Deaf, 
who assume upon themselves to act 
in conformity with the American as¬ 
sociation of the same name, and to 
dictate matters—note there seems to 
have been hardly three or four such 
parents present, as the officers of 
treasurer and vice president go beg¬ 
ging! 

But the worst thing the circular 
could have done was to make the ref¬ 
erence it did to Superintendent Stew¬ 
art. While we have not consulted 
him as to the truth of the statement, 
we know there must be some misun¬ 
derstanding in the matter. Superin¬ 
tendent Stewart is a man of too pro¬ 
nounced principles to even dream of 
such a thing much less consenting to 
it. He is, as every educator of the 
deaf knows, a man of strong faith in 
the efficiency of the-combined meth¬ 
od; an educator who knows the ut¬ 
ter folly of such an exclusive method 
being forced on any school for the 
deaf; who has built up this school to 
he one of the best and foremost in 
the country under the combined sys¬ 
tem of instruction after it had wal¬ 
lowed in the trough of “pure oralism” 
without accomplishing a thing. The 
reflection such a statement casts upon 
a man of such a high sense of honor 
and of such slow and deliberate judg¬ 
ment, as we know Mr. Stewart pos¬ 
sesses is such that we cannot permit 
to pass unchallenged. 

The whole aspect of this oral agi¬ 
tation here in Nebraska needs no hand 
writing on the wall to show just what 
organization is behind it. And in view 
of this matter, of the unprofessional 
attitude of the pure oralists, and of 
the threat of one of the persons, now 
agitating the matter here in Nebras¬ 
ka, it is time that a combined effort 
on the part of the deaf the country 
over be taken to harpoon the octo 
pus. The cause of Nebraska is a 
common cause and the deaf and their 
friends should begin a campaign of 
enlightenment that will make similar 
attempts in other states impossible. 
The welfare of the deaf child, from 
an educational, spiritual, and even a 
self-supporting point of view is 
threatened as never before it was 
threatened and, let us hope, as never 
again it will be threatened. 

(Fac-simile of circular.) 

North Loup, Nebraska, 

March 28, 1911. 

Last week a number of us parents 
of deaf children found ourselves gath¬ 
ered together at Lincoln in the inter¬ 
est of the bill before the legislature 
to change the methods of instruction 
in the Nebraska school for the deaf 
from the deaf alphabet and sign lan¬ 
guage to the purely oral, oral and lip 
reading method for all new children 


and those smaller ones up to the third 
grade, who are fitted for such instruc¬ 
tion. We were greatly hampered in 
this movement by having no state or¬ 
ganization. For years now, we par¬ 
ents, who are the most interested 
have allowed the school to drift along 
in the old methods and it is time we 
took combined effort toward a better 
up to date school. We therefore con¬ 
cluded it was an opportune time to 
start an organization, while several 
of us where together and took pre¬ 
liminary steps for a permanent organ¬ 
ization to be known as the Nebraska 
State Association to Promote the 
Teaching of Speech to the Deaf to 
act in harmony with the American 
Association of the same name. The 
writer was elected President, Mrs.' 
Mattie Dafoe, of Tecumseh, Nebraska. 
Secretary, a Treasurer, Vice President 
and executive board. Suitable sta¬ 
tionery, formal blank applications for 
membership and printed matter with 
further particulars is being prepared 
and will be ready soon. 

In the meanwhile we are very anx¬ 
ious for as many as possible to join 
in the movement at once without wait¬ 
ing for these supplies, and I am per¬ 
sonally anxious that those of my 
friends and especially parents of chil¬ 
dren who were friends and acquaint¬ 
ances of my daughter Kate in the 
Omaha School join with us at the 
start in this movement and organiza¬ 
tion and so enclose a typewritten ap¬ 
plication of membership which I en¬ 
close. We desire both parents, the 
father and mother, to join. Grand¬ 
parents, guardians or any others hav¬ 
ing deaf children dependent upon 
them are entitled to membership. 

The bill has passed the Senate un¬ 
animously and when I left Lincoln 
had passed a second reading in the 
House and was in the hands of the 
Sifting Committee and since Supt. 
Stewart, who was at first supposed to 
he opposed to the movement, has now 
withdrawn all opposition, we think 
there is no question but it will pass 
the house and become a law within a 
few days. 

Very truly, 

E. J. Babcock. 
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